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Football in Tahiti 

With 146 clubs and 11,201 registered players, football is far and 
away the most popular sport among the 245,405 inhabitants on 
the island of Tahiti. The national association of the island nation 
annexed to France became a member of FIFA on the strength of 
its special status. Tahiti scored their greatest hit when they took 
Australia into extra time at the 2002 Oceania Nations Cup ï but 
Australia snatched the golden goal for 2-1. Tahiti have celebrat-
ed many triumphs in local and confederation competitions since 
1966. Marama Vahirua is their most famous footballer. He is 
making a very good name for himself in France with first-division 
club Nantes. 
 

 The first Goal Project 

The Goal Bureau approved the project to build a training centre 
in Pirae on 15 October 2003. The project involved the construc-
tion of a number of buildings and the laying of two top-quality 
natural turf pitches. The total cost were covered by funding from 
the Goal Programme (USD 400,000) and contributions from the 
islandôs government, the French football association and the 
Oceania Football Confederation. The association has unlimited 
access to all of the amenities in the complex. Activities will be 
focused on developing football among boys and girls and on 
training national teams at all levels. The complex provides offic-
es for the associationôs administrative staff and a small training 
centre suitable for courses and seminars. 
 

 

 

 
   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 

   

Project 

Technical centre in Pirae with natural turf pitches and floodlight-
ing 

Project approved 

15 October 2003 

Status 

Opened on 15 November 2006 

Financed by 

Goal USD 400,000 

Total cost USD 400,000 
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 Second Goal project 

This project, which was approved in October 2006, relates to the 
second phase of construction for the technical centre in Pirae 
from the countryôs first Goal project. A number of natural turf 
pitches with floodlights are available, primarily to youth players, 
which is proof of the associationôs determination to realise its 
youth development projects. This is one of the reasons why the 
first project should be improved even further, as it will help Tahiti 
to continue to lead the way in Polynesian football.   
 

 

 

 

 

   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 

   

Project 

Extension work on technical centre in Pirae 

Project approved  

October 2006 

Status 

Opened on 15 November 2006 

Financed by 

Goal USD 400,000 

Total cost USD 400,000 
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 Third Goal project 

This project, which was approved by the Goal Bureau on 21 
March 2007, focused on extension work on the technical centre 
in Pirae. Dressing rooms and offices were constructed and 
floodlights installed in order to meet the associationôs require-
ment for improved facilities for development programmes in 
youth and womenôs football. This project significantly increased 
the centreôs capacity and it should help Tahitian football to de-
velop even further in the future.  
 

 

 

 

 
   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 

   

Project 

Extension work on technical centre in Pirae 

Project approved on 

21 March 2007 

Status 

Opened on 30 November 2007 

Financing 

Goal USD 400,000 

Other sources USD 53,867 

Total cost USD 453,867 
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Football in Tahiti 
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 Fourth Goal project 

The fourth phase of development turned the technical centre into 
a high-performance training centre complete with seminar and 
preparation facilities and a training circuit all in one venue ï a 
veritable ñHouse of Footballò. This provides the conditions for all 
users, from players to referees and coaches, to reach the very 
top level. The Goal Bureau gave the green light to this project on 
2 June 2009.  
 

 

 

 
   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 

   

Project 

Final development of the technical centre in Pirae 

Project approved on 

2 June 2009 

Status 

Implementation 

Financed by 

Goal USD 400 000 

Other USD 100 000 
Total cost USD 500 000 
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 Fifth Goal project ï Goal Football project 

The Tahitian Football Association is launching a youth academy, 
which will be co-financed by the Goal Football Programme, the 
association, public sponsors and private sponsors. The most 
talented Tahitians between the ages of 11 and 18 will benefit 
from full education (school and football). 
 

 

   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 

   

Project 

Goal Football project 

 

Project approved on 

15 March 2010 

 

Status 

Implementation 

 

Financed by 

Goal USD 400,000 

Association USD 124,492 

Others USD 153,597 

Total cost USD 678,089 
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Football education and courses 
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FUTURO III regional courses                      

Refereeing (men and women)               �†        

Coaching (men)                      

Coaching (women)                      

Administration and management                      

Football medicine                 �z     

                      

Seminars                      

Women's football                    �z  

Futsal                 �z     

Com-Unity                  �z    

MA Seminars                     �z 

                      

MA courses                      

Administration                      

Refereeing (men and women)                   �z �z �z 

Coaching (men and women)                      

Beach soccer                     �z 

Futsal                �z  �z �z  �z 

Olympic solidarity coaching courses                      

                      

Development courses and acadamies (1975 - 1990) 
FUTURO I-II courses for all football branches 

0     �z     �z           

 �z: Course host country        �† : Course participant in another country 

   
Women's football 

   
When, in 1995, todayôs FIFA President said ñThe future of foot-
ball is feminineò, it was more than mere lip service. It reflected a 
strong belief in the huge potential that womenôs football has to 
develop. Ever since, FIFA has given targeted support for the 
efforts of associations who offer women the same opportunities 
to develop as male players. Launched in 1998, FIFAôs Financial 
Assistance Programme (FAP) introduced a requirement in 2004 
for the associations and confederations to invest at least 4% of 
their FAP funding into womenôs football. This threshold was 
increased to 10% in 2005. On top of this commitment, FIFA also 
promotes the womenôs game in more general ways by directly 
financing womenôs matches and organising competitions and 
symposiums. Thanks to its development programmes, FIFA is 
also playing an active role in the training of administrators, 
coaches, referees and sports doctors. 
 

 

 
 Children are selected at the age of six 

  
Does an organised women's football set-up exist? yes 
If so, since when? 1993 
From which age on, players are registered? 6 
Women's teams (open or over 16 years) 19 
Women's teams (below 16 years, youth) 17 
National competition (or womenôs league) noyes 
Regional competitions yes 
University competitions no 
School competitions yes 
Futsal competitions yes 
National "A" team yes 
National youth teams: age categories U-14, U16 

 

 
www.ftf.pf  Exercises of a mixed group of youngsters 

 
 

 


