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The first Goal Project 
During the first phase, the Goal Programme financed ten offices 
distributed across the whole country. These offices should im-
prove the administration of Russian football and coordinate the 
various regional championships and development programmes 
in conjunction with the national association, based in Moscow. 
An artificial turf pitch has been laid within the grounds of a tech-
nical centre in Bronnitsy and was opened in August 2003. The 
pitch will primarily provide a boost to youth development work. 
The complex will host training camps of the youth national 
teams, as well as youth tournaments and get-togethers as part 
of a talent-spotting programme. 
 
 

Football in Russia 
After the break-up of the former Soviet Union, Russia retained 
its position as the leading light in the region’s football. In the era 
of the USSR, Moscow was the hub of all football activity and the 
area now known as Russia produced the majority of players for 
the national team. The USSR’s greatest successes came at the 
Men’s Olympic Football Tournaments in 1956 and 1988, with the
team securing Gold on both occasions, and at the European 
Championship (winners in 1960; runners-up in 1964, 1972 and 
1988). Goalkeeping legend Lev Yashin took part in four FIFA 
World Cup finals, won Olympic Gold in 1956 and was part of the 
European Championship-winning team in 1960. He won many 
awards, including the European Player of the Year title in 1963, 
and the award for the best goalkeeper at the FIFA World Cup 
finals also carries his name in honour of his achievements. O-
ther famous names in Russian football include: Nikita Simonian 
(Olympic winner in 1956; scorer of USSR’s first-ever goal at the 
FIFA World Cup finals in 1958), Oleg Salenko (winner of the 
Golden Shoe for the top scorer at the FIFA World Cup USA 94) 
and Dmitrii Alenichev, who won the 2003 UEFA Cup with FC 
Porto. But Russian coaches have also made a name for them-
selves abroad: Gavriil Kachalin (Olympic winner in 1956), Kon-
stantin Beskov (runner-up at the European Championship in 
1964) and Nikolai Morozov (fourth place at the FIFA World Cup 
in 1966). Last but not least, Russia’s legendary referee Nikolai 
Latyshev officiated the Final of the FIFA World Cup between 
Brazil and Czechoslovakia in 1962. 
 

   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 
   
Project (parts I and II) 
Regional offices and artificial pitch for youth teams in Bronnitsy 
Projects approved 
15 february 2001 and 4 march 2002 
Status 
Opened on 2 August 2003 
Financed by 
Goal USD 150,000 + USD 400,000 
Government Land  
Total cost USD 550,000 
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The second Goal project 
Following the taking into operation of the artificial pitch installed 
under Project I in 2001, the Goal Bureau approved a second 
project for the construction of an association headquarters build-
ing in Moscow at its meeting on 22 September 2004. The Foot-
ball Union of Russia (RFU) was housed in a state institute along 
with other sports associations. On completion of this project the 
entire football administration is now united under one roof in a 
dedicated building, which will improve cooperation between the 
various departments. The project was financed using funds from 
the Goal Programme, the UEFA HatTrick Programme and the 
RFU. 
 

Football in Russia 
After the break-up of the former Soviet Union, Russia retained 
its position as the leading light in the region’s football. In the era 
of the USSR, Moscow was the hub of all football activity and the 
area now known as Russia produced the majority of players for 
the national team. The USSR’s greatest successes came at the 
Men’s Olympic Football Tournaments in 1956 and 1988, with the
team securing Gold on both occasions, and at the European 
Championship (winners in 1960; runners-up in 1964, 1972 and 
1988). Goalkeeping legend Lev Yashin took part in four FIFA 
World Cup finals, won Olympic Gold in 1956 and was part of the 
European Championship-winning team in 1960. He won many 
awards, including the European Player of the Year title in 1963, 
and the award for the best goalkeeper at the FIFA World Cup 
finals also carries his name in honour of his achievements. O-
ther famous names in Russian football include: Nikita Simonian 
(Olympic winner in 1956; scorer of USSR’s first-ever goal at the 
FIFA World Cup finals in 1958), Oleg Salenko (winner of the 
Golden Shoe for the top scorer at the FIFA World Cup USA 94) 
and Dmitrii Alenichev, who won the 2003 UEFA Cup with FC 
Porto. But Russian coaches have also made a name for them-
selves abroad: Gavriil Kachalin (Olympic winner in 1956), Kon-
stantin Beskov (runner-up at the European Championship in 
1964) and Nikolai Morozov (fourth place at the FIFA World Cup 
in 1966). Last but not least, Russia’s legendary referee Nikolai 
Latyshev officiated the Final of the FIFA World Cup between 
Brazil and Czechoslovakia in 1962. 
 
 

   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 
   
Project 
Headquarters in Moscow 
Project approved on 
22 September 2004 
Status 
Opened on 25 January 2008 
Financed by 
Goal USD 400,000 
Total cost USD 400,000 
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Football education and courses N
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FUTURO III regional courses                      
Refereeing (men and women)                     
Coaching (men)                      
Coaching (women)                     
Administration and management                      
Football medicine                      
                      
Seminars                      
Women's football                      
Futsal                      
Com-Unity                      
MA Seminars                     
                      
MA courses                      
Administration                      
Refereeing (men and women)                     
Coaching (men and women)                      
Beach soccer                      
Futsal                     
Olympic solidarity coaching courses                      
                      
Development courses and acadamies (1975 - 1990) 
FUTURO I-II courses for all football branches 0                     

 : Course host country        : Course participant in another country 

Women's football 
 When, in 1995, today’s FIFA President said “The future of foot-

ball is feminine”, it was more than mere lip service. It reflected a 
strong belief in the huge potential that women’s football has to 
develop. Ever since, FIFA has given targeted support for the 
efforts of associations who offer women the same opportunities 
to develop as male players. Launched in 1998, FIFA’s Financial 
Assistance Programme (FAP) introduced a requirement in 2004 
for the associations and confederations to invest at least 4% of 
their FAP funding into women’s football. This threshold was 
increased to 10% in 2005. On top of this commitment, FIFA also 
promotes the women’s game in more general ways by directly 
financing women’s matches and organising competitions and 
symposiums. Thanks to its development programmes, FIFA is 
also playing an active role in the training of administrators, 
coaches, referees and sports doctors. 
 

 
 
Does an organised women's football set-up exist? yes
If so, since when? 1987
From which age on, players are registered? 12
Women's teams (open or over 16 years) 298
Women's teams (below 16 years, youth) 168
National competition (or women’s league) yes
Regional competitions yes
University competitions yes
School competitions yes
Futsal competitions yes
National "A" team yes
National youth teams: age categories U-15, U-17, U-19

 

www.rfs.ru  The Russia U-19 women's national team 
 
 


