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The first Goal Project 
At its meeting on 2 November 2002, the Goal Bureau added 
Israel to the list of countries to receive a Goal project. However, 
it took longer than expected to draft a proposal, and as a result, 
the Goal Bureau only approved plans to lay an artificial pitch in 
Nazareth on 14 February 2004. These new facilities allows the 
association, the local (predominantly Arab) team and other 
groups to train all year round. 
 

Football in Israel 
Football is the most popular sport in Israel, a country with two 
professional leagues and famous teams such as Hapoel and 
Maccabi that are known the world over. In international football, 
Israel have caused many surprises, such as in the 1968 Olympic
Football Tournament in Mexico for example, with only the luck of 
the draw preventing the Israelis from reaching the semi-finals 
(lots were drawn to separate teams at the end of matches). For 
political reasons, Israel is now a member of UEFA, but in 1964, 
Israel hosted and won the Asian Nations Cup. However, mod-
ern-day Israeli football has been deeply affected and restricted 
by a series of tragic events. Consequently, the Israel Football 
Association is determined to try and bring about an improvement 
in the situation ahead of the preliminary round for the next FIFA 
World Cup™ in order to once again provide the football fans in 
Tel Aviv and Nazareth with football of the very highest quality. 
The Israel U-17 team that played at the 2002 UEFA U-17 Euro-
pean Championship also promises much for the future. 
 

   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 
   
Project 
Artificial pitch in Nazareth 
Project approved 
14 February 2004 
Status 
Opened on 17 November 2006 
Financed by 
Goal USD 400,000 
Total cost USD 400,000 
 
 

 

 



 20.01.2009 – Page 2/4 

   
Second Goal project 
With its second (and subsequently its third) Goal project, The 
Israel Football Association intends to provide a number of clubs 
with improved training facilities by laying artificial turf pitches. 
Given the special nature of the country’s climate, artificial turf 
pitches would significantly improve the infrastructure as the 
quality of the pitches would remain constant throughout the 
year. The Goal Bureau gave the green light to these projects on 
4 February 2008.  
 
 

Football in Israel 
Football is the most popular sport in Israel, a country with two 
professional leagues and famous teams such as Hapoel and 
Maccabi that are known the world over. In international football, 
Israel have caused many surprises, such as in the 1968 Olympic
Football Tournament in Mexico for example, with only the luck of 
the draw preventing the Israelis from reaching the semi-finals 
(lots were drawn to separate teams at the end of matches). For 
political reasons, Israel is now a member of UEFA, but in 1964, 
Israel hosted and won the Asian Nations Cup. However, mod-
ern-day Israeli football has been deeply affected and restricted 
by a series of tragic events. Consequently, the Israel Football 
Association is determined to try and bring about an improvement 
in the situation ahead of the preliminary round for the next FIFA 
World Cup™ in order to once again provide the football fans in 
Tel Aviv and Nazareth with football of the very highest quality. 
The Israel U-17 team that played at the 2002 UEFA U-17 Euro-
pean Championship also promises much for the future. 
 
  

   

  Use of FAP funds 
   
Project 
Artificial turf pitches for clubs 
Project approved 
4 February 2008 
Status 
Implementation 
Financed by 
Goal USD 400,000 
Total cost USD 400,000 
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Third Goal project 
With its second (and subsequently third) Goal project, The Israel 
Football Association hopes to provide several clubs with im-
proved training facilities by laying artificial turf pitches. Given the 
special nature of the country’s climate, an artificial turf pitch 
would significantly improve the infrastructure as it would mean 
that the quality of the pitch would remain constant throughout 
the year. The Goal Bureau gave the green light to these projects 
on 4 February 2008.  
 
 

Football in Israel 
Football is the most popular sport in Israel, a country with two 
professional leagues and famous teams such as Hapoel and 
Maccabi that are known the world over. In international football, 
Israel have caused many surprises, such as in the 1968 Olympic
Football Tournament in Mexico for example, with only the luck of 
the draw preventing the Israelis from reaching the semi-finals 
(lots were drawn to separate teams at the end of matches). For 
political reasons, Israel is now a member of UEFA, but in 1964, 
Israel hosted and won the Asian Nations Cup. However, mod-
ern-day Israeli football has been deeply affected and restricted 
by a series of tragic events. Consequently, the Israel Football 
Association is determined to try and bring about an improvement 
in the situation ahead of the preliminary round for the next FIFA 
World Cup™ in order to once again provide the football fans in 
Tel Aviv and Nazareth with football of the very highest quality. 
The Israel U-17 team that played at the 2002 UEFA U-17 Euro-
pean Championship also promises much for the future. 
 
  

   

  Use of FAP funds 
   
Project 
Artificial turf pitches for clubs 
Project approved 
4 February 2008 
Status 
Implementation  
Financed by 
Goal USD 400,000 
Total cost USD 400,000 
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Football education and courses N
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FUTURO III regional courses                      
Refereeing (men and women)                      
Coaching (men)                      
Coaching (women)                      
Administration and management                      
Football medicine                      
                      
Seminars                      
Women's football                      
Futsal                      
Com-Unity                      
MA Seminars                      
                      
MA courses                      
Administration                     
Refereeing (men and women)                 
Coaching (men and women)                      
Beach soccer                      
Women's football                     
Olympic solidarity coaching courses                      
                      
Development courses and acadamies (1975 - 1990) 
FUTURO I-II courses for all football branches 2                    

 : Course host country        : Course participant in another country 

Women's football 
 When, in 1995, today’s FIFA President said “The future of foot-

ball is feminine”, it was more than mere lip service. It reflected a 
strong belief in the huge potential that women’s football has to 
develop. Ever since, FIFA has given targeted support for the 
efforts of associations who offer women the same opportunities 
to develop as male players. Launched in 1998, FIFA’s Financial 
Assistance Programme (FAP) introduced a requirement in 2004 
for the associations and confederations to invest at least 4% of 
their FAP funding into women’s football. This threshold was 
increased to 10% in 2005. On top of this commitment, FIFA also 
promotes the women’s game in more general ways by directly 
financing women’s matches and organising competitions and 
symposiums. Thanks to its development programmes, FIFA is 
also playing an active role in the training of administrators, 
coaches, referees and sports doctors. 
 

 
 
Does an organised women's football set-up exist? yes
If so, since when? 2000
From which age on, players are registered? 10
Women's teams (open or over 16 years) 26
Women's teams (below 16 years, youth) 17
National competition (or women’s league) yes
Regional competitions n/a
University competitions n/a
School competitions yes
Futsal competitions no
National "A" team yes
National youth teams: age categories U-17, U-19

 

www.israel-football.org.il   
 
 


