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Football in Macedonia 
Football is the number one sport in Macedonia, closely followed 
by handball, volleyball, basketball and swimming.  In 1994, fol-
lowing the break-up of the former Yugoslavia, the newly inde-
pendent Macedonia gained a creditable draw in its first ever 
international, holding reigning European Champions Denmark to 
a 1-1 stalemate.  The national team has also recorded some 
other noteworthy results, including a 3-2 victory at home to Ire-
land, and draws away to Turkey (3-3) and England (2-2).  These 
games were all qualifiers for official competitions (European 
Championship or FIFA World Cup).  The most famous Macedo-
nian players - Darko Pancev (Red Star Belgrade, Inter Milan), 
Ilija Najdoski (Red Star Belgrade), Dragen Kanatiarovski (Red 
Star Belgrade), Toni Micevski (Hansa Rostock, Germany) and 
Toni Savevski (AEK Athens) - have all retired.  Today’s stars are 
Sasa Ciric (1. FC Nuremberg, Germany) and Gjorgi Hristov 
(NEC Nijmegen, Holland).  
 
 

 The Goal Project 
On 15 October 2002, the Goal Bureau approved a financial con-
tribution to cover the cost of extending the technical centre in 
Strumica.  As well as a small stadium, the centre will boast a 
number of training pitches, floodlighting and a building with 
dressing rooms, conference rooms and a small cafeteria. The 
Strumica region is a well-known hotbed for football.  Countless 
numbers of boys and girls play football on the streets, in school 
playgrounds or in public areas.  This centre should also allow 
activities to be increased and improved.  The main objective is to 
attract youngsters to football instead of to vices such as alcohol, 
drugs etc.   
 
 

  

   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 
   
Project 
Technical centre in Strumica 
Project approved 
15 October 2002 
Status 
Opened on 14 November 2005 
Financed by 
Goal USD 400,000 
NA and others USD 1,906,789 
Local Government Land 
Total cost USD 2,306,789 
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Football education and courses N
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FUTURO III regional courses                      
Refereeing (men and women)                      
Coaching (men)                      
Coaching (women)                      
Administration and management                      
Football medicine                      
                      
Seminars                      
Women's football                      
Futsal                      
Com-Unity                      
MA Seminars                      
                      
MA courses                      
Administration                      
Refereeing (men and women)                      
Coaching (men and women)                      
Beach soccer                      
Futsal                      
Olympic solidarity coaching courses                      
                      
Development courses and acadamies (1975 - 1990) 
FUTURO I-II courses for all football branches 0                    

 : Course host country        : Course participant in another country 

Women's football 
 When, in 1995, today’s FIFA President said “The future of foot-

ball is feminine”, it was more than mere lip service. It reflected a 
strong belief in the huge potential that women’s football has to 
develop. Ever since, FIFA has given targeted support for the 
efforts of associations who offer women the same opportunities 
to develop as male players. Launched in 1998, FIFA’s Financial 
Assistance Programme (FAP) introduced a requirement in 2004 
for the associations and confederations to invest at least 4% of 
their FAP funding into women’s football. This threshold was 
increased to 10% in 2005. On top of this commitment, FIFA also 
promotes the women’s game in more general ways by directly 
financing women’s matches and organising competitions and 
symposiums. Thanks to its development programmes, FIFA is 
also playing an active role in the training of administrators, 
coaches, referees and sports doctors. 
 

 
 
Does an organised women's football set-up exist? yes
If so, since when? n/a
From which age on, players are registered? 13
Women's teams (open or over 16 years) n/a
Women's teams (below 16 years, youth) n/a
National competition (or women’s league) yes
Regional competitions n/a
University competitions n/a
School competitions yes
Futsal competitions yes
National "A" team yes
National youth teams: age categoriesU-15, U-16, U-17, U-18, U-
19 

  

wwww.ffm.com.mk   
 
 


