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Football in Bolivia 
The most significant successes of Bolivian football date back to 
1963 (Copa America) and 1985 (U-17 South American Champi-
onship), with Bolivia winning both tournaments. Since then, 
those who follow the most popular sport in Bolivia have had to 
be satisfied with qualifying for various events, such as the 1994 
FIFA World Cup in the USA, for example. Certain players - 
mainly from the 1994 team - have graced leagues abroad, in-
cluding Marco Echeverry and Erwin Sanchez, for example. 
Bolivian coaches rarely leave their homeland. One of the 
exceptions to that rule is Ramiro Blacutt, who coaches a team in 
Ecuador. A number of years ago, Bolivia launched a successful 
youth programme in the form of the «Academia Tahuichi», which 
concentrates on socalled «street children». As well as receiving 
standard education in a number of subjects, these children also 
learn about football. 
 

 The Goal Project 
Construction work on the Centre of Excellence in Vinto, Cocha-
bamba is nearing completion, as the centre will be opened in the 
near future. This project has been financed by the Goal Pro-
gramme and FIFA’s Financial Assistance Programme, with the 
national association and Bolivian Government also contributing 
to the costs. The national teams will soon have ideal facilities in 
which to prepare for international matches. Furthermore, em-
phasis is also placed on long-term development work, which is 
designed to breathe new life into football in Bolivia. Other areas 
to be promoted with the help of the government include youth 
and women’s football, as well as school’s football. The govern-
ment is an avid supporter of football in the country. 
 

 

   

Financing of Goal project  Use of FAP funds 
   
Project 
Centre of Excellence in Vinto, Cochabamba 
Project approved 
4 July 2001 
Status 
Implementation 
Financed by 
Goal USD 400,000 
FAP USD 51,855 
NA USD 455,837 
Local Government USD 570,000 
Total cost USD 1,477,692 
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 Second Goal project 
In a further project phase, the technical centre in Vinto, Cocha-
bamba, which was opened in November 2008, will be provided 
with furniture and technical equipment. This project was ap-
proved by the Goal Bureau on 22 October 2008. The centre is 
already fully functioning and provides the Bolivan FA with mod-
ern facilities for the development of football. 
 
 
 

 

   

  Use of FAP funds 
   
Project 
Furniture and technical equipment for 
the technical centre in Vinto. 
Project approved on 
22 October 2008 
Status 
Implementation 
Financed by 
Goal USD 400,000 
Total cost USD 400,000 
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Football education and courses N
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FUTURO III regional courses                      
Refereeing (men and women)                      
Coaching (men)                      
Coaching (women)                      
Administration and management                      
Football medicine                      
                      
Seminars                      
Women's football                      
Futsal                      
Com-Unity                      
MA Seminars                      
                      
MA courses                      
Administration                      
Refereeing (men and women)                   
Coaching (men and women)                      
Beach soccer/Futsal                      
Women                     
Olympic solidarity coaching courses                     
                      
Development courses and acadamies (1975 - 1990) 
FUTURO I-II courses for all football branches 1                  

 : Course host country        : Course participant in another country 

Women's football 
When, in 1995, today’s FIFA President said “The future of foot-
ball is feminine”, it was more than mere lip service. It reflected a 
strong belief in the huge potential that women’s football has to 
develop. Ever since, FIFA has given targeted support for the 
efforts of associations who offer women the same opportunities 
to develop as male players. Launched in 1998, FIFA’s Financial 
Assistance Programme (FAP) introduced a requirement in 2004 
for the associations and confederations to invest at least 4% of 
their FAP funding into women’s football. This threshold was 
increased to 10% in 2005. On top of this commitment, FIFA also 
promotes the women’s game in more general ways by directly 
financing women’s matches and organising competitions and 
symposiums. Thanks to its development programmes, FIFA is 
also playing an active role in the training of administrators, 
coaches, referees and sports doctors. 
 

 
Does an organised women's football set-up exist? yes
If so, since when? 1997
From which age on, players are registered? 7
Women's teams (open or over 16 years) 83
Women's teams (below 16 years, youth) n/a
National competition (or women’s league) yes
Regional competitions yes
University competitions no
School competitions no
Futsal competitions no
National "A" team yes
National youth teams: age categories U-19

 

   
 
 


